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UM DOCTORAL STUDENTS LAND RESEARCH FUNDS 
MISSOULA—
Doctoral students in The University of Montana’s Division of Biological Sciences 
earned unprecedented funding from the National Science Foundation this year.
Three students were awarded prestigious Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grants, 
while another earned the only NSF Graduate Research Fellowship awarded in Montana.
“The fact we got three improvement grants and a fellowship in one year is a smashing 
success for our program ,” said Associate Professor Doug Emlen, the faculty adviser for two of 
the winners. “The number of awards we won is comparable to the very best programs in the 
country.”
The research fellowship was awarded to Christine Miller of Billings. Her award 
includes $27,500 for research during the next 12 months, as well as a stipend and full tuition 
for the next three years.
Miller studies the genetics and behavior of leaf-footed bugs. She does her fieldwork in 
Panama.
“She earned an extremely competitive and prestigious national award that is based on 
merit,” Emlen said. “UM also earned an NSF graduate fellowship last year, which provides 
more evidence of how competitive our program has become.”
The Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grants went to Jose Hierro of Argentina, Judy
-more-
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Perkins of Denver, Colo., and Tara Prestholdt of Bridgewater, N .J. Each will receive 
between $10,000 and $15,000 for their doctoral research, and the awards generally cover two 
years.
Hierro is doing a comparative study of yellow starthistle invasive weeds in California 
and Argentina. Perkins studies seedling regeneration in whitebark pines. Prestholdt is delving 
into limb regeneration in walking sticks.
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